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other than an abortion, but who were advised
by their doctors that this procedure was their
best chance to avert the risk of death or grave
harm which, in some cases, would have in-
cluded an inability to ever bear children
again. For these women, this was not about
choice. This was not about having a headache
or fitting into a prom dress, as some have
regrettably suggested. This was not about
choosing against having a child. These babies
were certain to perish before, during or
shortly after birth. The only question was
how much grave damage was going to be
done to the woman.

In short, I do not support the use of this
procedure on an elective basis where it is
not necessary to save the life of the woman
or prevent serious risks to her health.

That is why I implored Congress to add
a limited exemption for the small number
of compelling cases where use of the proce-
dure is necessary to avoid serious health con-
sequences. The life exception in the current
bill fails to cover cases where the doctor be-
lieves not that the mother’s death is probable,
but rather that, without the procedure, seri-
ous physical harm, often including losing the
ability to have more children, is very likely
to occur. I want to say again that if Congress
will amend the bill as I have suggested, rem-
edying its constitutional and human defect,
I will sign the bill.

Again, I thank you for your concern. These
are painful and sobering issues. I understand
your desire to eliminate the use of a proce-
dure you see as inhumane. But to eliminate
it without taking into consideration the rare
and tragic circumstances in which its use may
be necessary would be, in my judgment, even
more inhumane.

Although I know you disagree with me on
this matter, I hope we can continue our dia-
logue and continue to work together on the
broad array of issues on which we do agree.
I need your help and your insight.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: The letter was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 10, but was not
issued as a White House press release.

Proclamation 6882—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 1996
April 10, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Drug abuse and violence pose serious

threats to the health and well-being of Amer-
ican youth. We must redouble our efforts to
help children understand the consequences
of destructive behaviors and give them the
tools they need to succeed. This critical en-
deavor requires all of us—government, law
enforcement, schools, religious communities,
and families—to work together.

Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E.) is a proven means of commu-
nicating a strong anti-drug, anti-violence
message to students of all ages. This year,
D.A.R.E. will provide 33 million young peo-
ple, from kindergartners to 12th graders,
with information and strategies to help them
resist peer pressure and to avoid drugs, to-
bacco, inhalants, and alcohol abuse through-
out their lives. Reaching children in 30 coun-
tries, all 50 States, and 70 percent of our Na-
tion’s school districts, D.A.R.E. also empow-
ers students with vital conflict resolution and
anger management skills.

Today and throughout the year, let us rec-
ognize this program as a model of effective,
grassroots organization and commend
D.A.R.E. officers for their dedicated efforts
to promote health and safety. As an integral
and valued part of countless American
schools, these caring men and women are
joining parents, teachers, and concerned citi-
zens everywhere to help children lead safe,
healthy, productive lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 11, 1996,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon fami-
lies, educators, and all the people of the Unit-
ed States to observe this day with appropriate
activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:34 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P15AP4.011 p15ap4



648 Apr. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 12, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 15.

Remarks Announcing the
‘‘Retirement Savings and Security
Act’’
April 11, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Sean
and Secretary Rubin. Secretary Bentsen, it’s
nice to have you back in the Rose Garden;
to all the business people here; the rep-
resentatives of working people who are here;
and to all the members of the administration
who are here who worked on this project—
I thank not only those who are here on the
platform with me but those who are in the
audience, especially Marty Slate at the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

This is a very important day today. There
are an awful lot of small business owners,
like Sean, who are trying to do well not only
for their companies but by their employees.
We want to help them to give retirement op-
portunity and security to their workers.
There are an awful lot of working people out
there today who are afraid that if anything
happens to the job they’re in now, that they’ll
also lose the opportunity for a secure retire-
ment. And we want them and their families
to have the opportunity of that security when
they’re out there working hard and doing the
best they can.

I have said many times that we are living
in an age of remarkable possibility where
more Americans than ever before will have
the opportunity to live out their dreams. But
we also have significant challenges, and one
of those great challenges is to help in this
incredibly dynamic economy, so dominated
by rapid changes of information and tech-
nology, so subject to global markets, which
is basically a positive thing—I was so happy
to hear Sean say that the product that his
company makes might be used to install on

mass transportation to protect people from
terrorist attacks. That alone would be one of
the most significant advances we’ve seen in
this country in many years.

But we have to find a way to keep the
dynamism of this global economy going and
still allow people who are working in it in
good faith to achieve a measure of security
for themselves, their families, and their chil-
dren.

This problem is similar to the problems
that people faced a century ago when our
grandparents moved from the farm to the
factory and from the country to the city.
There were vast new opportunities; but also
so much disruption there was a lot of insecu-
rity. And over time, our country found ways
to build mechanisms of security and stability
into the lives of working families, which en-
abled our economy to continue to grow into
the world’s strongest but enabled all Ameri-
cans who are working to benefit from it and
to stabilize their lives, their family’s lives, and
in the process, their community’s lives.

That is the challenge we face today. When
I took office, the economy was drifting; un-
employment was high; the few new jobs we
were getting were in lower wage industries
overwhelmingly; the deficit was skyrocketing.
Our economic team that is here with me
today determined that we would do some-
thing about that. We had two central com-
mitments: first, that we had to cut the deficit
in half over 4 years, and second, that if we
did it right and we got interest rates down,
we continued to invest in education and tech-
nology and to aggressively open markets for
American products, we could also see 8 mil-
lion new jobs coming into our economy.

Well, those promises have been kept. That
deficit will be cut by more than 50 percent
by the end of this fiscal year, and we already
have 8.5 million new jobs in this economy.
And I am proud of that. To give you some
idea of the dimensions of that achievement,
of the Big Seven economies in the G–7,
America’s 8.5 million new jobs are more than
8 million more than the combined new job
totals of the other six countries in this very
competitive global economy.

Nonetheless, we see the paradox of the
moment because, day after day after day, we
read about how people feel uncertain and
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